Ordinary Yet Essential (Nehemiah 11) 
Proposition: In this chapter we are taught that these ordinary people 
were essential to God's plan. 

I. The Selection of Ordinary People 

A. The Fame they were Lacking 

B. The Faithfulness to the Lord 

II. The Surrender of Ordinary People 

A. A Committed Surrender 

B. A Complete Surrender 

III. The Service of Ordinary People 

A. The Prescription of Service 

B. The Principal of Service 
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1) 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 But God hatin chosen the foolish things of 
the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
And base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his 
presence. 

2) ...those who are doing a great work for God as those who are on 
the Television, on on the book cover. But that is not always the 

i case. We don't nneasure success with God by the applause of 
men. 

3) 1 Corinthians 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a 
man be found faithful. Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that 
which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the 
least is unjust also in much. 


1) ...committed to what God is doing here at this place! 1 
Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. 


2) ...in our hearts. This phrase "willingly offered themselves" 
means to be "impelled or incited from within." It has the idea of 
inner generosity and willingness. We all at what ever age we are 
ought to hold on to our lives loosely ready to make that 
generosity and willing complete surrender. 
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1) We the body here at Gethsemane need each and every member 
functioning in their role for our church to thrive and not just 
survive. I rarely come to someone and ask them to do this or 
that. I will if I have to, but you know you better than I know you. 
Find that role that labor how ever small it is and do it as unto 
the Lord and not as unto men! 

2) 1 Corinthians 12:21-23 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I 
have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you. Nay, much more those members of the body, 
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those 
members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, 
upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our 
uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 

3) Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in 
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

4) Luke 19:17 And he said unto him. Well, thou good servant: 
because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities. 

5) ...resentment toward God because of her health, she gave her 
life to the Lord Jesus. But even as a Christian, like many of us, 
she had her fears, she had her doubts, she had her struggles - 
and on one day, one particularly sore point, she felt unable to 
come to God. She felt her inability to effectively get out and 
serve God because of her handicaps, and the fact that she was 
an invalid. Her brother was an evangelist, and at times she 
resented the successful preaching and evangelistic ministry, and 


she just longed herself that she could be used of God - 'That I 
could get out of this chair and do something for God, my health 
is preventing it, why is this, O Lord?'. Is that you? Then in 1836 
on the 14th anniversary of her conversion, while alone in the 
evening, at 47 years of age Charlotte Elliott wrote her spiritual 
autobiography in verse. One of the prayers was like an 
outpouring of confession to God from her heart, the feelings, 
countless feelings that maybe you and I can identify with at 
times. It's in the third stanza of that hymn 'Just As I Am', and it 
goes like this: 

6) 'Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt. 
Fightings and fears within, without: 
Lamb of God, I come, I come'. 

7) That was her hymn. Many years later when reflecting upon the 
impact of his sister, the Rev Henry Venn Elliott said of Charlotte - 
listen carefully: 'In the course of a long ministry I hope I have 
been permitted to see some fruit for my labours, but I feel far 
more has been done by a single hymn of my sister's: 'Just As I 
Am". 


